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MARIE POWELL
by Melissa Fales

Q: Where did you grow up? 

A: I grew up in Treaty 4 Territory in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan.  

Q: Did you read a lot as a child? 

A: All the time! I was lucky that my dad read to me every 
night, as far back as I can remember, so my fascination with 
books and reading began early. 

Q: What were some of your favorite books/authors? 

A: I have so many favorite books and authors! My favorite 
books were fantasy and science fiction, like T.H. White’s 
Once and Future King, Edgar Rice Burroughs’ John Carter of 
Mars series, and anything by Edgar Allan Poe. I love books 
with strong characters that draw me into their worlds. I 
still read about 50 books a year for pleasure, mostly science 
fiction and fantasy, over and above the research I do for my 
books.

Q: What did you want to be when you grew up?

A: A paleontologist or a scientist. As a child I studied music 
and singing, and for a time I wanted to be a musician and 
songwriter. I always wrote, too, and I started to think about 
being a writer when I was a teenager. But in those days, 
science and history were still a big draw for me, as was 
education and educational reform.

Q: Tell us about some of the jobs you’ve had before you 
became a writer.

A: I’ve worn a lot of different hats: store clerk, waitress, 
hospital dietary clerk, bartender, receptionist, public 
relations, library programmer, workshop leader, theatre 
dramaturg, academic, teacher. And I’ve been a newspaper 
reporter-photographer, freelance professional writer, and 
freelance editor for about 30 years.

Q: How did you get started writing?

A: Well, I wrote my first story for a neighbor when I was 
six years old—self-published with crayon and staples! But 
seriously, I had a lot of encouragement from my elementary 
and high school English teachers. As a teen, I wrote poetry 
and short stories. In university, I switched from Education 
to Drama, and studied dramaturgy (mainly working on new 
play development), as well as writing plays and filmscripts. 
Then I morphed to journalism, then freelance magazine 
writing, and eventually short stories, children’s books, and 
finally novels. So it’s been a long and winding path.

Q: What do you like best about writing? 

A: I really like getting a new idea and becoming immersed in 
the world of the story. There’s nothing better than opening 
the computer to begin a new scene or a new story. There’s 
always something new.
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Q: What do you find the most challenging about 
writing? 

A: The most challenging thing is sending out queries, 
waiting for responses, crossing your fingers that your story 
or novel will be published. I am not very patient, so I really 
hate the waiting game.

Q: What do you think makes a good story? 

A: For me, characters are story. The character’s emotional 
responses and goals are what drive a good story.

Q: Where do you get your inspiration? 

Every novel has its own origin story, I think. For my novel 
series Last of the Gifted, my inspiration was a family trip 
to Wales. My grandfather was born in Wales, so I booked a 
self-guided vacation to see it. I was visiting a small castle 
called Dolwyddelan, known to have been built and used by 

the Welsh princes in the 13th century. Inside, there were 
placards telling the story of the history of that castle and 
the fall of independent Wales in 1282-3. I stood on the 
wall-walk, looking out over the landscape, and I started 
imagining what it must have been like for them. To be 
surrounded by thousands of the well-armed English forces. 
To lose the war, to lose the right to your own law, your 
language, your way of life. Maybe more importantly, how 
did the Welsh people come back from that, to restore their 
language and culture after it had been banned for 800 
years? So, I started to read and research, and then there was 
no way not to write about it.

Q: What is your favorite reading/writing snack?

A: I often write in the company of friends. A writer-friend 
always had a plate of healthy snacks on the table near us, 
and that habit has stuck with me (thanks, Sharon!). Even 
when I’m writing on my own, I try to have a snack around 
3:00 in the afternoon. The best writing snack: a small 
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plate with unsalted mixed nuts, fruit slices or dried fruit, 
multigrain crackers, and smoked cheddar cheese. Coffee in 
the morning, tea in the afternoon, in a non-spill travel mug, 
of course. (Love my Contigo!)

Q: Do you have any quirky writing habits? 

A: I write at my kitchen table, actually. I have a home office, 
but I like the light better in the kitchen. This habit stems 
from the time when my kids were young. It was easier to 
integrate writing into my life, rather than try to get away 
somewhere to write. I learned to fit writing into the corners 
of my everyday life, because there was, and is, never enough 
time.

Q: What writing advice do you have for aspiring 
authors?

A: Read, read, read! Especially read in the genre you want 
to write in, so you’re familiar with new trends and with 
what readers are expecting. Also, writing associations and 
critique or feedback groups are so valuable. And, of course, 

take classes and webinars, go to writing conferences, 
and do everything you can to keep improving your 
craft. I think it’s really important to believe in 
yourself and to know that good writing takes practice. 
So, write, write, write!

Q: If you could spend a day in any imaginary 
world from a book you’ve read, where would it 
be and why?

A: I would like to know what really happened in 1282, 
and what it was like then. It’s a dangerous world, 
though. Most of the worlds we imagine in fantasy 
novels are dangerous. Perhaps that’s what draws us to 
them.

Q: Tell us about your latest book/project. 

A: Gladly! Last of the Gifted tells the tale of two 
siblings who pledge their magical gifts to protect 
their people from the invading English, with the 
help of the last true Prince of Wales—after his 
murder. Spirit Sight is the first book of the series, 
and it recently won Honorable Mention in the 
Purple Dragonfly Science Fiction and Fantasy eBooks 
category. Warrior-in-training Hyw can control the 
minds of birds and animals. His sister Catrin can 
see the future in a drop of water. When the Prince is 
slain, Hyw’s gift allows him to meld with the prince’s 
spirit, to guide them in fighting Longshanks’ ruthless 
army. It combines magic, mythology, and historical 
legends with the realities of 13th century Wales. 
This book also has a Moonbeam Bronze Medal in 
Young Adult Fantasy eBooks, and it was listed in 
the Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s Best Books 
for Kids and Teens, Spring 2021 issue. It’s captured 
the flag as an Amazon #1 Best Seller in Arthurian 
Fantasy, as well as Medieval History for Teens and 
Celtic, English and Welsh Myths and Legends. 

Q: Is there anything we didn’t ask that you’d 
like people to know about you and/or your 
books? 

A: I think we’ve covered it. But there’s always more 
to come, and I hope people will join my mailing 
list to hear more: https://landing.mailerlite.com/
webforms/landing/a8p8d2 •
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