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LovingRegina
On Sundary. a samber of
churchwes From sround the
ity Kcked off Love Regina
Week, a series of events
meant to highlight local
volunteesism and celebrate
the city.

The woek will include
2 tood bank drive, a biood
domoe dinic, pack and
nefghbourhocd cleanups,
and will culeinate with a
Lommueity camiva in the
Hesitage dsuricn. Volun
teers will be weanng red
shirts 10 show thedr sap-
[,:1 for the city. Visit face

ok comloveregina2012
Tor moce indomoation.
e

Is bottled better? City
says chlorine is needed
to kill bacteria from
water sources

ME
POWELL
Bottled water sales are in-
creasing in Regisa, evwen as
residents are paying moce for
their water and sewer servi-
o

The 2001 Water & Sewer
Lileey bodeet incloded an an-
nual rate Increase of nise per
cent for 2011, 2012 and 2013

The city monitoess water
quality constancly, sns Ken
Wiens, manager of water ser
vices foe the ciry, and makes
water quality reports svulable
online, Also, “unidirectional
fshing™ with  highsvelocity
water clears din and debris
from witer mains oo a thrve-
year rotatlon.

Regina's water supply trav-
5 from the water freatisent
plant & Buffalo Pound Lake
down 3 57-km pipeline

“We purposely pus chioe
ine m the water .. to disinfiect
the waler, 10 inactivate the
bactera In the water bac
teria that exist naturally in the
conironment,” says Wiens,

Chiocine is essentially “the
devil we know” It Gm rest

Waterissues?
Getittested

When Sarah Bty moviad
into her apartment about two
wusars g, she didn't expedt
her tap witer 0 be undrink.
able.

On Twitter, sk called the
flavour of her wintes “some
thing else: Due to old pipes in
neighbouhood & apartment
~ metaliic with a btuer be-

http://downloads.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/clipspool/dbc478cf...
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City to reline ashestos pipes this year

The Cry of Regina plas %0
refine sbestos cement water
mins this year

Asbestos cement (AD pipe
makes up about 550 kalometres
of the <ity's 1000km long
watenzaing
¢ Bss st aade aboot
for the wark, siys
Sandy Water & Sewer
engnwering massager. In the
2012 bodget, about $553 mil
hon is allocred for water sy
et improrsetnents

Inhaked isbestos s known
to be a major Grranogen, but
the jury Is cut on wihwiher it's
as deadly when watertome.
A 2000 Natopal  Ressarch
Councll NROG) stody  nepogts:
“Although  there are  fewer
bealth concems aboul water

“Watermain breaks are a primary cause of water ser-
vice disruptions, water losses and discoloured water”

Begra et repert

borme  asbestes fibres,  therne
are still concems about the in
Moo of airtborne sbestos
from showers, humdditiers, e,
There are abo some concems
about the iegestion of fibees
o drinking winter i well as
the doggng of fiker systems.”
Wirh deseriorating AC pipe,
acconding to 2011 Natwonal Re
warch Councl (NRO) meport,
oven minoe disturbances sach
a1s 3 water hamener can releses
Biofilms and asbestos fibres

w0 the drinking warer, *cas
g a health comoern™ A 2005
NG repoet indicates o total of
911 beeaks were recondsd” in
Regmn between 195942003, and
42007 repoet sayvs the AC pipes
have broken most often
Whitmore Park-Hillschle area
However,  obestos  fibpes
are noe monmored (n Regina's
drinking water quality datsy re
ports, Bukey says, Health Can
ady doesn't roquire moromoe-
oy of & e fibres Bocause,

£ reponts, “currently avaiabic
dinta inchicate no health nsk oc
aothwtic problem,”

Asbestos cetuent pipes offer
more rek when rephyced. Bl
o Ak The dty s proond
ures 0 peosect wockers from
airborne  ashestos,  imchading
appropriate sespirators, coth
mg, tools and methods. But the
sadest and cheapest method,
she dds, s 1o wsert lUners

“It's basially B an in-
sidoont ok Thae his o resin
mpregnased into the fibee”
Radey says, and that is then
pux thoough the ol ppe and
then it's expanded and cured
sight in phace, and it bexcomes
a brand new pipe oo the inside
of the old cee*
R PURLITON METR

afe is our water?

[ oo I

“I'm shocked — not only
shocked, but a bit
angered by peotle at

U of R who will buy
bottled water and walk
by a tap that’s right
beside them."

Ok Woa, mirobe mapen

with organic materials, <aus
g wihalomethanes (THMs)
Enked to camcery, gastrotones
tinal problems, and other ilk-
messes, but it can abso be con
trolled and monitored

Ot methods like oxoes
of ultrx light domt
provide as myoch protection
from dacterla, aconeding to
Heakkh  Canada,  especially
when water is piped Some,
ke chloramdnes or chlooine
dioxide. are not considened as
effoctive and 1he by products
are not as well known.

Regma's “mubti-tarner
approach™ lecludes sophisti
cated trestment processes and
msive testing. =i Wiens
The 2012 budget inclodes
$65.8 million for water mfra-
SEOOCTURY Niprrades.

*I dom't have to guess or as
summe, ‘Is the water sife today
oF Doe?'” says Wiens. *It & al
ways safe.”

Even so, Mauk Mnikow,

fove, Guring. and aftertaste.”
Erter, candidate fie oy
coundl in Ward 6, saéd she
relies instead on bottled water
e friends with aooess 1o
reverse osmass filtess. She
odmintted she hasn't had her
water tested, but she wonders
shout the cause. “Defimtely
peart o it is oy old apartinent
it and the quality of the
pipes in the actinl boilding
s well s rhe city.” Evter said.
"l doat think they maintam

zeneral manager of Rainsoft
Regina Lid, savs botted wiir
Is his busiest product line
“We're seving growth in that
e of The market every war
"People use bottled water
because they're just not ak
witys satlstled with the aes
thetic qualities of tap water.”
wvs Atniko. “Chlarine will

the watermins as well as they
should”

The city flushed water
mains in Etter’s avea of Col-
g Avenaa Bt In 2010,
condirmed Ken Wiens, Water
Opeerastions mwsanager, Region
watermains are flushed on 2
threeyear rotation, so it will
o Dl sgoades in 2013,

*Could things have
changed in the hast two
years? Yes,” Wiens added
“Is it possible thae the wistes:

kill bacteria. bent it doesn't do
us any good either”

Chiccne &5 o hurdle set
up to help prevent disease,
argues Chals Yost, the Univer
sity of Regina’s Canada Re
search Chair in Microbes, the
Envirenment and Food Sadety.
*It's one of those things that
he micmobes would hivw o

is mot O rght mow? It's
extremnely unlikely, bar iricis
we would need to check the
dhalorine neaduals, and check
the turbadiny of the water i
this point 0 time., If there's a
concern there, then we will
deald with thae

“If peophe Berve & concem
Sout & service that the diry &

they should contact

the city and then we'll do an
Investigaion,” Wiens said.
WEPOWEL PR METRO

[t over, 10 get you sick

Yosr sy 0ot place in
the werdd can chim to have
vafe drinkng water

It stagpers me that people
don't apprecate how lu
that s, t0 be able
012 2 1ap and drin!
oot worry aboen the fact tha
s going 1o Kill you,”
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